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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

1. Plumbing fixtures and fixture fittings on the plans
shall comply with the following flow rates:
a. Water Closets – 1.28 GPF
b. Urinals – 0.5 GPF
c. Wall-mounted urinal – 0.125 GPF
d. Single showerhead – 2.0 GPM at 80psi
e. Multiple showerheads – 2.0 GPM at 80psi for all

combined showerheads
f. Lavatory faucets – 1.2 GPM at 60psi
g. Lavatory faucets in public use areas – 0.5 GPM

at 60psi
h. Metering faucets - .25 gallons per cycle
i. Kitchen faucets – 1.8 GPM at 60psi (4.303.1)

2. Annular spaces around pipes, electrical cables,
conduits, or other openings in sole/bottom plates at
exterior walls shall be protected against the passage
of rodents by closing such openings with cement
mortar, concrete masonry, or a similar method
acceptable to the enforcing agency.

6. All mechanical exhaust fans in rooms with a bathtub
or shower shall comply with the following:

a. Fans shall be ENERGY STAR compliant and
be ducted to terminate outside the building.

b. Fans must be controlled by a readily
accessible humidistat unless functioning as a
component of a whole house ventilation
system. Humidity control shall be capable of
adjustment between a relative humidity
range of 50% and 80%.

7. Adhesives, sealants and caulks shall meet or exceed
the standards outlined in Section 4.504.2.1 and
comply with the VOC limits in Tables 4.504.1 and
4.504.2 as applicable.

(4.506.1)

(4.504.2.1)
8. Paints and coatings shall meet or exceed the

standards outlined in Section 4.504.2.2 and comply
with the VOC limits in Table 4.504.3.

(4.406.1)
3. Fireplaces shall be direct vent sealed combustion

type. Indicate on the plans the manufacturer name
and model number.

4. At the time of rough installation, during storage on the
construction site, and until final startup of the heating,
cooling and ventilating equipment, all duct and other
related air distribution component openings shall be
covered with tape, plastic, sheetmetal, or other
acceptable methods to reduce the amount of water,
dust and debris which may enter the system.

(4.504.1)
5. Building materials with visible signs of water damage

shall not be installed. Wall and floor framing shall not
be enclosed when the framing members exceed 19%
moisture content. Insulation products which are
visibly wet or have high moisture content shall be
replaced or allowed to dry prior to enclosure in wall or
floor cavities.

(4.503.1)

9. Aerosol paints and coatings shall meet or exceed the
standards outlined in Section 4.504.2.3.

(4.504.2.2)

(4.504.2.3)
10. All carpet installed in the building interior shall meet

all the testing and product requirements of one of the
following:

a. Carpet and Rug Institute’s Green Label Plus
Program OR

b. California Department of Public Health
Standard Method for the testing of VOC
Emissions (Specification 01350) OR

c. NSF/ANSI 140 at the Gold Level OR
d. Scientific Certifications Systems Indoor

Advantage Gold (4.504.3)
11. All carpet cushion installed in the building interior

shall meet the requirements of the Carpet and Rug
Institute Green Label Program. Carpet adhesives
shall not exceed a VOC limit of 50 g/L.

(4.504.3.1, 4.504.3.2)

(4.505.3)
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12. A minimum of 80% of floor area receiving resilient
flooring shall comply with one of the following:

a. Products certified as a Low-Emitting Material
in the CHPS High Performance Products
Database, OR

TABLE 4.504.5/TABLE 5.504.4.5
FORMALDEHYDE LIMITS1

Maximum Formaldehyde Emissions in Parts per Million
PRODUCT
Hardwood plywood veneer core
Hardwood plywood composite core

b. Products certified under UL GREENGUARD
Gold (Formerly the Greenguard Children &
Schools program), OR

c. RFCI FloorScore program, OR
d. Meet the California Department of Public

Health Standard Method for the testing of
VOC Emissions (Specification 01350)

(4.504.4)
13. Composite wood products (hardwood plywood,

particle board, and MDF) installed on the interior or
exterior of the building shall meet or exceed the
standards outlined in Table 4.504.5. Verification of
compliance with these sections must be provided at
the time of inspection.

TABLE 4.504.3/TABLE 5.504.4.3
VOC CONTENT LIMITS FOR ARCHITECTURAL COATING2,3

Grams of VOC per Liter of Coating,

COATING CATEGORY

Flat coatings
Nonflat coatings
Nonflat high-gloss coatings
SPECIALTY COATINGS
Aluminum roof coating

Basement specialty coatings

Bituminous roof coatings
Bituminous roof primers
Bond breakers
Concrete curing compounds

Concrete/masonry sealers

Driveway sealers

Dry fog coatings
Faux finishing coatings
Fire resistive coatings
Floor coatings
Form-release compounds
Graphic arts coatings (sign paints)
High-temperature coatings
Industrial maintenance coatings
Low solids coatings1

1.

2.

3.

Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds
VOC

LIMIT
50

100
150

400

400

50
350
350
350

100

50

150
350
350
100
250

COATING CATEGORY

Magnesite cement coatings
Mastic texture coatings
Metallic pigmented coatings
Multi-color coatings
Pretreatment wash primers
Primers, sealers,
undercoaters
Reactive penetrating sealers
Recycled coatings
Roof coatings
Rust preventative coatings
Shellacs:

Clear
Opaque

Specialty primers, sealers and
undercoaters
Stains
Stone consolidants
Swimming pool coatings
Traffic marking coatings
Tub and tile refinish coatings

500 Waterproofing membranes
420 Wood coatings
250 Wood preservatives
120 Zinc-rich primer

Grams of VOC per liter of coating, including water and including exempt compounds.

The specified limits remain in effect unless revised limits are listed in subsequent columns in the table.

Values in this table are derived from those specified by the California Air Resources Board, Architectural Coatings
Suggested Control Measure, February 1, 2008. More information is available from the Air Resources Board.

and

VOC
LIMIT
450
100
500
250
420

100

350
250
50
250

730
550

100

250
450
340
100
420
250
275
350
340

2.

Particleboard
Medium density fiberboard
Thin medium density fiberboard2

1.

CURRENT LIMIT
0.05
0.05
0.09
0.11
0.13

Values in this table are derived from those specified by the California Air Resources
Board, Air Toxics Control Measure for Composite Wood as tested in accordance with
ASTM E 1333. For additional information, see California Code of Regulations, Title
17, Section 93120 through 93120.12.
Thin medium density fiberboard has a maximum thickness 5/16 inch (8mm).

TABLE 4.504.2/TABLE 5.504.4.2
SEALANT VOC LIMIT

SEALANTS
Architectural
Marine deck

Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds in Grams Per Liter
VOC LIMIT

Nonmembrane roof
Roadway

(4.504.5)
Single-ply roof membrane
Other
SEALANT PRIMERS
Architectural

Nonporous
Porous

Modifited bituminous
Marine deck
Other

250
760
300
250
450
420

250
775
500
760
750

Note: For additional information regarding methods to measure the VOC content specified in this
table, see South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 1168.

TABLE 4.504.1/TABLE 5.504.4.1
ADHESIVE VOC LIMIT1,2

Grams of VOC per Liter of Coating,
Less Water and Less Exempt Compounds

ARCHITECTURAL APPLICATIONS
Indoor carpet adhesives
Carpet pad adhesives
Outdoor carpet pad adhesives
Wood flooring adhesives
Rubber floor adhesives
Subfloor adhesives
Ceramic tile adhesives
VCT and asphalt tile adhesives
Drywall and panel adhesives
Cove base adhesives
Multipurpose construction adhesives
Structural glazing adhesives
Single-ply roof membrane adhesives
Other adhesives
SPECIALITY APPLICATIONS
PVC welding
CPVC welding
ABS welding
Plastic cement welding
Adhesive primer for plastic
Contact adhesive
Special purpose contact adhesive
Structural wood member adhesive
Top and trim adhesive
SUBSTRATE SPECIFIC APPLICATIONS

Metal to metal
Plastic foams
Porous material (except wood)
Wood
Fiberglass
1.

2.

VOC LIMIT
50
50

150
100
60
50
65
50
50
50
70

100
250
50

510
490
325
250
550
80
250
140
250

30
50
50
30
80

If an adhesive is used to bond dissimilar substrates together, the adhesive with the highest
VOC content shall be allowed.

For additional information regarding methods to measure the VOC content specified in this
table, see South Coast Air Quality Management District Rule 1168
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SECURITY REQUIREMENTS

1. Exterior doors, doors between a house and a garage,
windows and their hardware shall conform to the
Security Provisions of Chapter 67 of the County of Los
Angeles Building Code:
a. Single swinging doors, active leaf of a pair of doors,

and the bottom leaf of Dutch doors shall be
equipped with a latch and a deadbolt. If the latch
has a key-locking feature, a dead latch shall be
used. The deadbolt lock shall be key operated from
the exterior side of the door, and operated from the
interior side of the door by a device not requiring a
key, tool, or excessive force. Deadbolts shall have
a hardened insert with 1” minimum throw and 5/8”
minimum embedment into the jamb. (BC 6709.2)

b. Inactive leaf of a pair of doors and the upper leaf of
Dutch doors shall have a deadbolt as per paragraph
“a”, unless it is not key operated from the exterior,
or has a hardened deadbolt at top and bottom with
½” embedment. (BC 6709.3)

c. Swinging wood door(s) shall be solid core not less
than 1-3/8” thick. (BC 6709.1.1)

d. Panels of wood doors shall be 9/16" thick and not
more than 300 sq. inches. Stiles and rails to be 1-
3/8" thick and 3" minimum width. (BC6709.1.2)

e. Door hinge pins accessible from the outside shall
be non-removable. (BC 6709.5)

f. Door stops of wood jambs of in-swinging doors shall
be one piece construction or joined by a rabbet.

(BC 6709.4)
g. Windows and door lights within 40" of the locking

device of the door shall be fully tempered/approved
burglary resistant/protected by bars, screens or
grills.

h. Overhead and sliding garage doors shall be
secured with a cylinder lock, a padlock with a
hardened steel shackle, or equivalent when not
otherwise locked by electric power operation. Jamb
locks shall be on both jambs for doors exceeding 9
feet in width

(BC 6714)

i. Sliding glass doors and sliding glass windows shall
be capable of withstanding the tests set forth in
Section 6706 and 6707 of the Los Angeles County
Building Code and shall bear a label indicating
compliance with these tests. Locking devices on
sliding glass doors complying with Section 1010
and 1030, and emergency egress windows
complying with Section 1030, shall be releasable
from the inside without the use of a key, tool, or
excessive force. (BC 6710, 6715)

CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS
2. Notching of studs in exterior or bearing walls shall not

exceed 25% of its width. Notching of studs in non-
bearing walls shall not exceed 40% of its width. Bored
holes in studs shall not exceed 60% of its width, shall
not be closer than 5/8” to the edge of the stud, and shall
not be located in the same section as a cut or notch.
Studs located in exterior or bearing walls shall be
doubled if bored over 40% and up to 60% of its width.

(R 602.6)
3. Wall and Ceiling finishes shall have a flame spread

index of not greater than 200, and a smoke-developed
index not greater than 450. Insulation materials shall
have a flame spread index not to exceed 25, and a
smoke-developed index not to exceed 450.

(R 302.9, 302.10)
4. Provide fire blocking in concealed spaces of

combustible stud walls, partitions, including furred
spaces, at the ceiling and floor level, at 10-foot intervals
both vertical and horizontal, and between stair stringers
at the top and bottom. (R 302.11)

5. Ducts installed under a floor in a crawl space shall not
prevent access to an area of the crawl space. Where it
is required to move under ducts for access to areas of
the crawl space, a vertical clearance of 18” minimum
shall be provided. (MC 603.1)

6. Where flashing is of metal, the metal shall be corrosion
resistant with a thickness of not less than .019 inch (No.
26 galvanized sheet).

(BC 6711)
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(R 903.2.1)

7. Roof diaphragm nailing to be inspected before covering.
Wood structural panel sheathing shall comply with
Section R803.2. (R 803)

8. End joints in lumber used as subflooring shall occur
over supports, unless end-matched lumber is used, in
which case each piece shall bear on not less than two
joists. Wood structural panel sheathing used for
structural purposes shall comply with Section R503.2.

(R 503)

GLAZING REQUIREMENTS
9. The following shall be considered specific hazardous

locations requiring safety glazing per Section R308:
a. Glazing in fixed and operable panels of swinging,

sliding, and bifold doors.
b. Glazing in fixed or operable panels adjacent to a

door where the bottom exposed edge of the
glazing is less than 60 inches above the walking
surface and it meets either of the following
conditions:
1. Where the glazing is within 24 inches of either

side of the door in the plane of the door in a
closed position.

2. Where the glazing is on a wall perpendicular
to the plane of the door in a closed position
and within 24 inches of the hinge side on an
in-swinging door.

c. Window glazing in an individual fixed or operable
panel, that meets all of the following conditions:
1. The exposed area of an individual pane is larger

than 9 square feet.
2. The bottom edge is less than 18 inches above

the floor.
3. The top edge is more than 36 inches above the

floor.
4. One or more walking surfaces are within 36

inches, measured horizontally and in a straight
line, of the glazing.

d. Glazing in guards, railings, structural baluster
panels, and nonstructural in-fill panels, regardless
of area or height above a walking surface.

e. Glazing in walls, enclosures or fences containing
or facing hot tubs, spas, whirlpools, saunas,
steam rooms, bathtubs, showers, and indoor or
outdoor swimming pools, where all of the following
conditions are present:
1. The bottom edge of the glazing is less than 60

inches above any standing or walking surface.
2. The glazing is within 60 inches, measured

horizontally and in a straight line, from the
water’s edge of a hot tub, spa, whirlpool,
bathtub, or swimming pool, or from the edge of
a shower, sauna or steam room.

f. Glazing adjacent to stairs and ramps where the
bottom exposed edge is less than 36 inches above
the plane of the adjacent walking surface of
stairways, landings between flights of stairs, and
ramps, unless the glazing is 36 inches or more
measured horizontally from the walking surface, or
a rail is designed per Section R308.4.6.

g. Glazing adjacent to the landing at the bottom of a
stairway where the glazing is less than 36 inches
above the landing and within a 60-inch horizontal
arc less than 180 degrees from the bottom tread
nosing, unless the glazing is more than 18 inches
from a protective guard per Section R312.

MECHANICAL/PLUMBING/ELECTRICAL CODE REQUIREMENTS
10. Dwelling shall be provided with comfort heating facilities

capable of maintaining a room temperature of 68
degrees F at a point 3 feet above the floor and 2 feet
from exterior walls. (R303.9)

11. The following are required for central heating furnaces
and low-pressure boilers in a compartment:
a. Listed appliances shall be installed with clearances

in accordance with the terms of their listings and the
manufacturer’s installation instructions.

(MC 904.2(1))
b. Unlisted appliances shall meet both the clearances

in Table 904.2, and the clearances allowed by the
manufacturer’s installation instructions.

(MC 904.2(2))
c. When combustion air is taken from inside, the free

area of combustion air openings shall be 1 sq. inch
per 1,000 BTU (100 sq. inch minimum) per opening.
One Opening shall be within 12 inches of the top of
the enclosure and the second shall be within 12
inches of the bottom of the enclosure. The
dimension shall not be less than 3 inches.

(MC 701.5(1))
d. Not less than 1/4 of an inch screen mesh is required

at openings where combustion air is taken from the
outside.

e. Separate ducts shall be used for upper and lower
combustion air openings, and maintained to the
source of combustion air.

(MC 701.10(1))

(MC 701.11(4))
12. The following are required for appliances installed in an

attic:
a. An opening and passageway shall not be less than

22 inches by 30 inches, and not less than the size
of the largest component of the appliance.

(MC 304.4)
b. Where the passageway height is less than 6 feet,

the distance from access to the appliance shall not
exceed 20 feet, as measured along the centerline.

(MC 304.4.1)
c. Passageway shall be unobstructed and shall have

solid flooring not less than 24 inches wide from
entrance to appliance. (MC 304.4.2)

d. A level working platform not less than 30 inches by
30 inches is required in front of the service side of
the appliance.
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ATTACHMENT A

BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES
FOR CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES*

Storm Water Pollution Control Requirements for Construction Activities
Minimum Water Quality Protection Requirements for All Development Construction

Projects/Certification Statement

The following is intended as minimum notes or as an attachment for building and grading plans and
represent the minimum standards of good housekeeping that must be implemented on all construction
sites regardless of size. (Applies to all permits)

• Eroded sediments and other pollutants must be retained on site and may not be transported from the site
via sheetflow, swales, area drains, natural drainage courses or wind.

• Stockpiles of earth and other construction related materials must be protected from being transported from
the site by the forces of wind or water.

• Fuels, oils, solvents and other toxic materials must be stored in accordance with their listing and are not to
contaminate the soil and surface waters. All approved storage containers are to be protected from the
weather. Spills must be cleaned up immediately and disposed of in a proper manner. Spills may not be
washed into the drainage system.

• Non-stormwater runoff from equipment and vehicle washing and any other activity shall be contained at the
project site.

• Excess or waste concrete may not be washed into the public way or any other drainage system. Provisions
shall be made to retain concrete wastes on site until they can be disposed of as solid waste.

• Trash and construction related solid wastes must be deposited into a covered receptacle to prevent
contamination of rainwater and dispersal by wind.

• Sediments and other materials may not be tracked from the site by vehicle traffic. The construction
entrance roadways must be stabilized so as to inhibit sediments from being deposited into the public way.
Accidental depositions must be swept up immediately and may not be washed down by rain or other
means.

• Any slopes with disturbed soils or denuded of vegetation must be stabilized so as to inhibit erosion by wind
and water.

• Other: _____________________________________________________________________

As the project owner or authorized agent of the owner, I have read and understand the requirements listed
above, necessary to control storm water pollution from sediments, erosion, and construction materials, and I
certify that I will comply with these requirements.

Print Name ______________________________________
(Owner or authorized agent of the owner)

Signature _______________________________________ Date __________________
(Owner or authorized agent of the owner)

*The above Best Management Practices are detailed in the California Storm Water Best Management Practices Handbook, January 2003.
www.cabmphandbooks.com
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e. A permanent 120V receptacle outlet and a lighting
fixture shall be installed near the appliance. Light
switch shall be located at the entrance to the
passageway.

f. A type B or L gas vent shall terminate not less than
5 feet above the highest connected appliance flue
collar or draft hood. (MC 802.6.2.1)

g. Appliance installation shall meet all listed
clearances. (MC 303.1)

13. Clothes dryer exhaust duct shall terminate on the
outside of the building in accordance with Section
502.2.1 and shall be equipped with a back-draft

termination. (MC 504.4)
14. Clothes dryer moisture exhaust duct shall be 4 inches

in diameter and is limited to a total combined horizontal
and vertical length of 14 feet, including two 90 degree
elbows from the clothes dryer to point of termination.
Duct length shall be reduced by 2 feet for each 90
degree elbow in excess of two. (MC 504.4.2)

15. Appliances (water heater, furnace, etc.) located in the
garage shall be installed so that burners and burner-
ignition devices are located not less than 18 inches
above the floor, unless listed as flammable vapor
ignition resistant. (MC 305.1)

16. Ducts shall be sized per Chapter 6 of the Mechanical
Code.

17. Flush volumes of plumbing fixtures and flow rates of
plumbing fittings shall comply with Section 4.303 of the
Green Code.

18. ABS and PVC DWV piping installations are limited to
not more than two stories of areas. (PC 701.2(2))

19. All showers and tub-showers shall have a pressure
balance, thermostatic, or combination pressure
balance/thermostatic mixing type valve.

20. All new, replacement and existing water heaters shall
be strapped to the wall in two places. One on the upper
1/3 of the tank, and one on the lower 1/3 of the tank.
The lower point shall be a minimum of 4 inches above
the controls.

(PC 408.3)

(MC 304.4.4)

(PC 507.2)
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